Congress of the United States

Washington, BDE 20515

September 3, 2025

Mr. David Richardson

Senior Official Performing the Duties of FEMA Administrator
Federal Emergency Management Agency

500 C Street, SW

Washington, D.C. 20472

Dear Mr. Richardson:

We write to urge the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) to expeditiously undertake the
environmental assessment required by the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) on the proposed
reconstruction of the Waterfront Industrial Park in Mayagiiez, Puerto Rico. Timely completion is important
because the assessment must be completed before FEMA can obligate its Public Assistance Program funds to
the Puerto Rico Industrial Development Company (PRIDCO).

The reconstruction of Waterfront Industrial Park has the potential to bring significant economic and
social benefits to Puerto Rico’s western region by repairing and revitalizing critical infrastructure destroyed by
recent natural disasters like Hurricane Maria. Mayagiiez was once a vital hub for the U.S. tuna industry,
employing thousands while processing nearly 80 percent of our nation’s tuna consumption. The region has
faced a sharp industrial decline, but the reconstruction of the Mayagiiez port promises to revitalize the regional
economy, attract new businesses, and restore economic stability to western Puerto Rico.

The successful completion of this project will turn the Port of Mayagiiez into the third largest port in
Puerto Rico, after San Juan and Ponce. The project will not only restore operations to the port but will also
generate jobs during construction, reviving commercial activity in the region. This construction will be vital to
the development, growth, and competitiveness of local industries and commercial activity in western Puerto
Rico through the import and export of goods, which will open the doors to new markets and economic
development.

Yet before this vital project can move forward, FEMA must conduct a comprehensive assessment of the
potential environmental impacts. An expedited review will allow for the economic benefits of recovery efforts
to materialize, avoiding unnecessary delays while maintaining robust environmental standards.

We appreciate FEMA’s ongoing efforts to support Puerto Rico’s recovery and respectfully urge you to
act swiftly to advance this critical stage of the project. Please keep our offices informed of any developments
related to the environmental assessment and any steps being taken to expedite its completion. Thank you for
your attention to this important matter.

Sincerely,

Ne\lie Pou Pablo Jdg¢ Hernandez
Me of Congress Member of Congress
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Ni€oleMalliotakis
Member of Congress
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Timothy M Kennedy
Member of Congress

George Leftinfer
Member of Congress

Ritchie Torres
Member of Congress
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KeMonica Mclver
Member of Congress




